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concession without giving anything in return, and had declared himself satisfied with it, he went farther and cautiously touched upon the question as to whether the Navy Bill itself had to be carried into effect. Here the Emperor intervened and so Haldane withdrew his feeler. In spite of this I still felt certain that the real desires of the English were not directed against the bagatelle of the three supplementary ships, but against the Bill itself. Haldane admitted on various occasions during the conversation that the increase of the fleet by the three supplementary ships did not materially matter. After we had apparently achieved unanimity, and sacrifices had only been made on Germany's side, Haldane declared, as I said, that the whole thing was a private affair. Although the later negotiations in London came to nothing, I kept to the sacrifice of the one ship so as to leave no doubt about our good-will.
A really businesslike deal with Haldane was rendered difficult by the presence of the Emperor. When the conversation turned upon the point that was decisive for us, the political agreement, Haldane evaded it: a neutrality clause, he said, would not be possible on account of England's relations with France.
As we left the Castle, Haldane expressed himself satisfied with the conversation. I had deduced from it, (i) that the Supplementary Bill was actually immaterial to England, but that her real object was to cripple the development of our fleet, and (2) that no agreement was offered by the English which would